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Thanks for making the 66th Wisconsin Aviation Conference a success! 

Almost 200 attendees, sponsors, exhibitors, and speakers gathered at the 
Lismore Hotel in Eau Claire to reconnect and get updated on the latest in 
aviation. 



Everyone was delighted to be in-person after COVID forced the cancellation of 
the conference in 2020 and a hybrid meeting in 2021. 

We thank the Federal Aviation Administration and the Wisconsin Department 
of Transportation for their attendance and strong support of this year’s event. 

WAC kicked off with an offsite reception and dinner at the Leinie Lodge. If you 
have never been, it is quite the place. On night two, there was stiff competition 
for bragging rights at WAMA’s version of bar trivia. 

The conference topics covered in the general and concurrent sessions ranged 
from GASB 87 to FAA Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) funding. As outgoing 
WAMA president Greg Cullen said, “I firmly believe that there is a little 
something for everyone.” 

WAMA created regional chapters this year. To spur a little good-natured 
competition between the chapters, all participants were asked to mark their 
location on a map. Participants from the winning Southeast Region received a 
special goodie bag.  

  

See the conference program HERE, presentations HERE, and photos of all the 
fun HERE. 

Thank you to all the participants who helped make this a fantastic event! 

 

2022 WAC ATTENDEE SURVEY 

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwiama.org%2FEmailTracker%2FLinkTracker.ashx%3FlinkAndRecipientCode%3Dqc6ovLGIRY5nneNI7BwKK4spTzzr0JeYZN97oywWsPOFIXpWKiB14DZhfppTkFWwtm8Thk2m%252f5AnnFvXD3TB9cLlqv4nXmcx%252f%252fbx63xPbnI%253d&data=05%7C01%7Cluke.pearson%40tdawisconsin.org%7C5211b35b534f4cbda18508dab2ac1af4%7Cae1001698e014bb0a191152e56cc2932%7C0%7C0%7C638018749520342695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JCJqSB6RFLNfIdjAAoSL%2BQ4ngQCRbHBd3DoQtlSszOk%3D&reserved=0
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If you attended WAC 66, we want to hear from you! Would you please 
complete this quick survey to help us as we start planning for next year’s event 
in Appleton? Access the survey HERE. 
 

   

    

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS 
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WELCOMING ENGELER AS NEW WAMA PRESIDENT 
 

   

At the conference, Rachel Engeler, 
assistant airport director at Green 
Bay Austin Straubel International 
Airport, assumed the position of 
WAMA President and will serve until 
WAC 67.  

We thank outgoing president Greg 
Cullen, airport director at Southern 
Wisconsin Regional Airport, for his 
leadership. 
 

 

   

 

  

2022-2023 Officers 

President 
Rachel Engeler, MS, Assistant Airport Director, Green Bay Austin Straubel 
International Airport 

Vice-President 
Jim Schell, C.M., Airport Director, Wittman Regional Airport 

Treasurer 
Matt Grenoble, C.M., Airport Superintendent, Sheboygan County Memorial 
Airport 

Secretary 
Ian Turner, Airport Director, La Crosse Regional Airport 

Board 

Abe Weber, A.A.E., Airport Director, Appleton International Airport 

Mark Cihlar, A.A.E., Assistant Airport Director, Central Wisconsin Airport 

Charity Zich, C.M., Airport Director, Chippewa Valley Regional Airport 



Richard Brekke, Airport Manager, Cumberland Municipal Airport 

Michael Riechers, Director of Marketing and Communications, Dane County 
Regional Airport 

Jim Thomas, Airport Manager, Fond du Lac County Airport 

Bryan Linger, Airport Foreman, Manitowoc County Airport 

Harold Mester, C.M., Director of Marketing and Public Affairs, Milwaukee 
Mitchell International Airport, Milwaukee Timmerman Airport 

Kurt Stanich, Airport Manager, Waukesha County Airport 

    

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 2022 AWARD WINNERS 

Each year, the Wisconsin Airport Management Association recognizes 
individuals who have made an impact on aviation in the state. At the 
Association Awards and Sponsor Recognition Luncheon, the following people 
were recognized:  

Airport Engineer Award: Ryan Falch, SEH 

Distinguished Service Award: Michael Stephens, Dane County Regional 
Airport 

Lifetime Service Award: Randy Van Natta, Becher Hoppe 

Blue Light Award: Frank Pipia, Jr., TSA 

Person of the Year Award: Josh Holbrook, WBOA 

View the award winners' bios and presentation photos HERE. 
 

   

    

2022 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SCHOLARSHIP 
 

   

https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwiama.org%2FEmailTracker%2FLinkTracker.ashx%3FlinkAndRecipientCode%3DPnya9ay5E7eNL7pmTuGlj70EqLiUWtLDJgqsRdkdYLRLK7CP83ycTuMUUEvrF3dHVbpCT9vrQNgRQDCht%252bdJYRnN%252frgaWlamPcuqJij3MBM%253d&data=05%7C01%7Cluke.pearson%40tdawisconsin.org%7C5211b35b534f4cbda18508dab2ac1af4%7Cae1001698e014bb0a191152e56cc2932%7C0%7C0%7C638018749520342695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=X%2Fv%2BkOL7ttXwm4XXQ2d0l1QgcfYOCOK5kRtJvAUio9s%3D&reserved=0


   

 

Lauren Koss, deputy airport director 
at La Crosse Airport, is this year's 
recipient of the WAMA Professional 
Development Scholarship. 

She is enrolled in Purdue 
University’s Master of Aviation and 
Aerospace Management program, 
with a focus on aviation safety and 
training development. She plans to 
use the WAMA Professional 
Development Scholarship to cover a 
portion of her graduate tuition cost.  

This scholarship is made possible 
through our Silent Auction. Thank 
you to all who participated! 
 

   

   
 

    

MARK YOUR CALENDAR  

Next year's conference is hosted by the Appleton International Airport and will take 
place September 20-22, 2023 in Appleton. We can't wait to see you! 



    
   

    

AIRPORTS IN THE NEWS 

If your airport has been in the news and you want us to share the story, email a 
link to: director@wiama.org.   

TSA celebrates 20 years of screening Wisconsin airports, Spectrum News 
1, Oct. 18 

44th Badger Honor Flight departs for Washington, D.C., FOX 47, Oct. 11 

mailto:director@wiama.org
https://nam10.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwiama.org%2FEmailTracker%2FLinkTracker.ashx%3FlinkAndRecipientCode%3DtxzdSkEkxg%252bYLTFGrpC4yNUcWnGgg%252fxI%252byPplO51Rqinpd3FKvbJCtoJdDfFHN%252bt3bJpk1bgYFMik1hmgky4%252bJRBhDurQacGDR8vfV7A0Yk%253d&data=05%7C01%7Cluke.pearson%40tdawisconsin.org%7C5211b35b534f4cbda18508dab2ac1af4%7Cae1001698e014bb0a191152e56cc2932%7C0%7C0%7C638018749520342695%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Fbobs21lIxHNKcRTHiNImWBsufs6c13nhuE0AwvrvMQ%3D&reserved=0
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Gulfstream delivers 500th aircraft in G650 family, Business Airport 
International, Sept. 29  

Girls In Aviation Day, WPR, Sept. 24  

Dane Co. Airport sewer project to mitigate PFAS delayed again, Wisconsin 
Examiner, Sept. 23 

With increased travel, Appleton airport offers business travel tips, FOX 
11 News, Sept. 21 

EAU Plans More Parking to Handle Additional Passengers from Sun 
Country Flights, Aviation Pros, Sept. 18 

Wausau Downtown Airport set for first Women in Aviation Day, Wausau 
Pilot & Review, Sept. 14 

Milwaukee airport faces first decline in traffic in 17 months, Milwaukee 
Business Journal, Sept. 13 

Dane County Regional Airport adds new route amid pilot shortage, 
WMTV NBC-15, Sept. 6 

Appleton airport is making a difference for veterans, FOX 11 News, Aug. 
31 

Wisconsin airport brings in therapy dogs to help with travel stress, News 
7 Boston, Aug. 27 

Dane County Regional Airport expansion construction hits halfway point, 
Channel 3000, August 26 

Soaring to new heights: Wisconsin Aviation training the next generation 
of pilots, Spectrum News 1, Aug. 23 

Delta cuts back on La Crosse service, as summer air travel remains 
down, WIZM News Talk, Aug.19 

Manager wants airport to grow, Price County Review, Aug.18 

Airport disaster drill at CVRA, WEAU News, Aug. 17 

Nonstop flights to popular winter destinations return to GRB, The Press 
Times, Aug. 14 
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Sun Country Airlines now booking flights from Chippewa Valley Regional 
Airport, WEAU News, Aug. 11 

Camp in Wisconsin aims to inspire more girls to pursue careers in 
aviation, NBC News, Aug. 10 

CLEAR launches at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport, WTMJ-4, 
Aug. 9 

EAA AirVenture Oshkosh 2022 Was Wonderfully Overwhelming, The 
Aviationist, Aug. 4 

New flight options on the horizon for CWA, WAOW News-9, Aug. 4 
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